The value of retrospection, reflection and strong tools of analysis Asking distinguished European colleagues in the field of ICT in public administration to contribute in retrospective mode to a celebratory event and, from that, to write up their thoughts for this journal has proved a great success. Miriam Lips' collection of these essays, together with her own thoughtful contributions should prove of value to scholars working in this field, not least for the way in which these essays reveal the ebb and flow of dominant ideas that have shaped research during the 20 year period of the EGPA Study Group on ICT in Public Administration. One overarching theme that comes through this collection is that reflective retrospection has value not simply in enabling us to see where research and thinking has moved on but also in reminding us that, in moving on, valuable ideas and approaches to understanding can be lost.
